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WASH & Education in Emergencies:                

A School can not be a school without WASH 

 INEE 2011, minimum standards for education; preparedness, response 

and recovery for an understanding of educational considerations  

http://www.ineesite.org/index.php/post/inee_minimum_standards_overview  

 SPHERE for WASH 2011 

     http://www.sphereproject.org/content/view/720/200/lang,english/   

 WHO environmental health standards for schools in lost cost settings 

http://extranet.who.int/iris/bitstream/123456789/714/1/9789241547796_eng

.pdf  

 CCCs and WASH in Schools 

http://www.unicef.org/publications/files/CCC_042010.pdf  

 WASH in Schools Monitoring package 

http://www.unicef.org/wash/schools/files/wash_in_schools_monitoringpack

age_.pdf     

  “Ideally Education Sector takes the lead on WASH in Schools in 

Emergencies however each emergency is unique (WASH and  

Education works hand in hand)  
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WASH in Schools in Emergencies  

• Schools became shelter place for displaced people; 

• Temporary learning spaces created as school buildings are 
damaged; 

• There is an opportunity to get children back to, or into, 
school 

• Often we are not prepared well!!!!!!!!!!!! 

• Hardware options- compendium of WinS Facilities  

• Software Approach- Teachers Guide 



Compendium of WinS Facility Designs 

A 90 page publication (draft) helps to  

 Undertake better WASH preparedness measures prior to a 

crisis 

 Base WASH responses on adoption and adaptation of prior 

experience 

 Undertake early recovery/semi-permanent interventions 

that complement permanent measures 

 



WinS  in Emergencies Compendium 

 Case Studies with  

• Agency and Location of Work  

• Background and context  

• How many users and how long were facilities in use 

• Interventions and facilities provided 

• How long it took to build facilities and costs  

• Maintenance 

• Success and challenges  

• Recommended adaptation for any future use 

• BOQs, technical drawings  

 





Few Examples- Bangladesh Preparedness 
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WINSET: A Guide book for Teachers 

Three essential practices  

 Wash hands with soap regularly at critical times (after using the latrine, 

cleaning a small child and before touching food or eating)  

 Always use a latrine - no open defecation  

 Drink safe water that has been collected, treated, stored, and retrieved 

correctly 

 



Six themes of WASH in Schools- Establishing 

a daily routine- Repetition is Reputation 

1. Hand washing with soap (Monday) 

2. Safe excreta disposal (Tuesday) 

3. Safe drinking water (Wednesday) 

4. Personal hygiene for boys and girls (Thursday) 

5. Looking after our school (Friday) 

6. WASH beyond school (Saturday) 

 
It is advised that themes 1, 2 and 3 are covered within three months of a school 

opening as these are most critical for health. This also allows more time to plan 

themes 4, 5 and 6.  

When time is extremely limited themes 1, 2 and 3 should always be prioritized.  



Monday: Handwashing with soap 



Flash Card Index: 

• 113 pictures/games 

• High Resolution available 

• Africa/Latin 
America/Afghanistan-Pakistan  

• Ideally should be field tested 
and adjusted as a  
preparedness activity 


